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Statler’s latest model utilizes space
BY JAMES JENNINGS
The News

KALONA

 Statler Construction’s lat-
est model home project did not 
stay on the market for long.
 The 1,620-square-foot ranch 
located at 509 N Ave. in Kalona 
was sold before it was complet-
ed.
 He said that the couple 
toured the home while it was 

under construction and decid-
ed it was what they were look-
ing for.
 As Statler finishes the 
house, it still remains open as 
a model home, giving potential 
homebuyers an idea of what is 
possible.
 The home has two bedrooms 
on the main level.
 “We’re doing more two-
bedrooms on the main level,” 
Jeremy Statler said. “People 

find that they don’t have to 
build as big of a home that way, 
and their rooms are bigger and 
more spacious.”
 He said that it is becoming 
more common for people to 
only build homes with two bed-
rooms on the main level.
 “That has been, over the 
past several years, a little bit 
more of a trend that we’ve 
seen,” he said. “A lot of people 
don’t necessarily think about 
that. They think they have to 
have three bedrooms on the 
main level – and we still do a lot 
of that. But if you think about 
it, if you can get away with two 
up and can finish a bedroom or 
two downstairs, it just lets you 
have bigger spaces on the main 
level.”
 The model home has two ad-
ditional bedrooms as well as a 
kitchenette in the basement, 
which was finished at the be-
hest of the homebuyers.
 “The buyers had us put in a 
kitchenette, a family room and 
two bedrooms down there,” 
Statler said. “Finishing the 
space in the basement is an 

efficient way of doing things. 
There’s a lot of space down 
there, and it doesn’t cost as 
much to finish that off.”
 The home features open 
views of the fields to the north 
of the property.
 “The view out the back is 
much nicer than the view out 
the front,” Statler said. “We 
designed it so the views are out 
over the back over the country-
side.”
 That design was no accident 
either.
 “With every home I build, I 
try to fit the house to the land,” 
Statler said. “With the window 
in the dining room, we knew 
there was going to be a neigh-
bor right next door, but it’s still 
nice to have the light, so we did 
a window up high. You still get 
the light in there, but you have 
some privacy.” 
 The open main-floor layout 
provides spacious living space.
 “It’s fairly common with a 
lot of plans to have the middle 
area all open,” Statler said.
 The kitchen, with its gran-
ite countertops and maple 

cabinets, have a couple unique 
features.
 The cabinets go all the way 
to the ceiling with lighted up-
per cabinets where items can 
be displayed. It also features a 
walk-in pantry.
 “That’s a huge feature that 
people like,” Statler said.
 The floors have a wood look 
but are luxury vinyl plank.
 “For a while, laminate was 
really popular, but if they got 
wet, they were ruined,” Statler 
explained. “This can hold up 
to water. Anyone who says 
they have kids or pets, this is 
the type of flooring we recom-
mend.”
 The design also takes into 
account accessibility, with a 
zero step from the garage to 
the house and three-foot-wide 
doors in the house.
 “It’s something we try to 
do when we can,” Statler said. 
“You never know when you 
will have an issue with steps. I 
don’t care if you’re 25 years old 
carrying groceries and a kid 
or 85 years old and in a wheel-
chair.”

JAMES JENNINGS/THE NEWS

SUBMITTED

This home was designed to have open views of the countryside, optimizing the layout and location of the property.

The exterior of the model home, located at 509 N Ave. in Kalona
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Plant a few edible and pretty 
decorative containers for fall
BY MELINDA MYERS
GARDENING EXPERT

 End the growing season 
with an extra burst of color 
and nutrition with a few fall 
containers. 
 A pot of mums or asters can 
add color to your front steps 
and a container filled with kale 
and greens adds fresh flavor to 
your fall meals.  
 But don’t stop there. Cre-
ate attractive potted gardens 
by combining asters, mums, 
grasses, cool weather edibles 
and other fall beauties.
 Spruce up an existing con-
tainer by replacing weather 
worn annuals with fresh fall 
favorites. 
 Pansies, sweet alyssum and 
dianthus are just a few annuals 
that hit their stride as cooler 
weather returns.
 Or plant new container gar-
dens for your fall landscape. 
Just select a pot with drainage 
holes and fill it with a quality 
planting mix. Or upcycle items 
like a wicker basket, small 
bushel basket, wooden crate or 
galvanized tub into a fun fall 
planter. 
 Just add drainage holes be-
fore planting. Or scoop out a 
pumpkin and set a pot of pan-
sies or ornamental peppers in-
side.
 Use ornamental grasses, 
kale, black-eyed Susans and 
Swiss chard for vertical inter-
est. 
 Complement your plantings 
and containers with garden 
art, gourds, mini pumpkins 
and berry-covered branches. 
 Add a mum or aster for a vi-
brant surge of color.
 Include some trailing plants 
like golden moneywort, trail-
ing lobelia and ivy. 
 Fill any voids with snap-
dragons, ornamental peppers, 
colorful greens and coral bells. 

 Just be sure to protect pep-
pers and any other frost-sen-
sitive plants on those chilly 
nights.
 Grow a container of Bright 
Lights Swiss Chard, colorful 
leaf lettuce and pansies – the 
flowers are edible – for an at-
tractive and edible combina-
tion.  
 Make your fall centerpiece 
an edible part of your gather-
ings. Fill a metal colander or 
basket with red dragon aru-
gula, red mizuna mustard, red 
sails lettuce, bull’s blood beets 
and other colorful greens in a 
metal colander or basket for 
your outdoor gatherings.
 Test your container designs 
while shopping. 
 Grab a cart and gather the 
plants you would like to grow. 
See if the colors and textures 
work well together. 
 The bold leaves of plants 
like ornamental cabbage con-
trast with the fine leaves of 
ornamental grasses to create a 
focal point. 
 Repeat colors from the flow-
ers or leaves of one plant to an-
other to unify your planting. 
 For example, use a purple 
aster or pink mum to echo the 
colors of decorative kale, pan-
sies or the colorful leaf stems of 
Swiss chard.
 Set containers on the front 
steps as a colorful autumn wel-
come.  
 Group several containers 
together for a garden of con-
tainers to display on the deck, 
patio or balcony.  
 This collection of container 
gardens is sure to brighten 
your day when relaxing out-
doors or enjoying the view 
from inside the house looking 
out.
 Go one step further and cre-
ate a stunning autumn display 
by combining fall planters with 

gourds, decorative squash and 
pumpkins. 
 Use corn stalks or broom 
corn for vertical interest or as 
a backdrop. Then include bales 
of hay to elevate a few of the 
pots and pumpkins for mul-
tiple levels of fall beauty. 
 Dress it up further with 
sprigs of American bittersweet 
or grape vines.
 A few fall planters can go 
a long way to help celebrate 
the transition from summer to 
winter. 
 The last blaze of color will 
warm you as the temperatures 
start to drop.
 Melinda Myers has written 
more than 20 gardening books, 
including Small Space Gar-
dening. She hosts The Great 
Courses How to Grow Any-
thing DVD series and the na-
tionally syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV and radio 
segments. 
 Myers’ website, www.Me-
lindaMyers.com, features gar-
dening videos, podcasts, audio 
tips and monthly gardening 
checklists.

MELINDA MYERS LLC

Mix ornamental and edible plantings in fall container gardens for some added color and nutrition.

Go one step further and create a stunning autumn dis-
play by combining fall planters with gourds, decorative 
squash and pumpkins.”

Melinda Myers
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Prepare your deck for the harsh winter weather

STATEPOINT
 If you ever experience eye-
strain, tired itchy eyes, blurry 
vision or headaches, it may be 
time to give your home a light-
ing makeover.
 Problems caused by bad 
lighting can be intensified by 
using it for longer, something 
most households should keep 
in mind, as 74% of Americans 
in a recent survey, commis-
sioned by lighting manufac-
turer, Signify, say they spend 
eight hours or more a day un-
der artificial light.
 The World Health Organiza-
tion predicts that 50% of people 
will be short sighted by 2050.
 Unfortunately, there’s a dis-
connect between people’s con-
cerns about eye health and the 
steps they are taking to sup-
port eye comfort at home. 
 While 80% of U.S. consum-

ers in the same Signify survey 
say they believe good lighting 
is beneficial for eye health, a 
2017 Signify study found only 
21% take that into account 
when purchasing light bulbs, 
and only 29% consider light 
quality.
 For many consumers, the 
disconnect may stem from 
overwhelming choice when 
it comes to home lighting and 
from not having enough infor-
mation to make an informed 
decision. 
 Luckily, manufacturers are 
taking steps to improve light-
ing quality and help guide con-
sumers in their search for com-
fortable light that’s easy on the 
eyes.
 For example, Signify has de-
fined specific lighting quality 
parameters, which take into 

account factors such as flicker, 
strobe, glare and dimming ef-
fects that can affect one’s eye 
comfort. 
 Consumers can look for an 
EyeComfort label on product 
packaging to identify the Phil-
ips LED light bulbs that meet 
the standards for quality light-
ing that’s easy on the eyes.
 To further protect your eyes 
and avoid discomfort, try the 
following:

(computers, smartphones, tele-
visions) for extended periods 
of time, close your eyes for 20 
seconds or more, every 20 min-
utes, to allow them to relax.

-
es with 100% UV protection to 
help protect your eyes from the 
sun. It’s helpful to keep a pair 
in your bag or car, so they are 
always nearby. Also consider 
spending a bit more time in 
natural light and less in artifi-
cial light.

your eyes by incorporating 

simple, yet effective eye yoga 
exercises into your daily rou-
tine for a few minutes daily.

ups with an eye specialist, who 
will be able to detect the first 
signs of any eye condition or 
disease.
 While certain eye condi-

tions are beyond one’s control, 
why not do what’s in your pow-
er to protect your family from 
eyestrain and related discom-
fort? 
 The simple DIY project of 
upgrading your home lighting 
can mean happier, healthier 
eyes and better quality of life.

 Homeowners often take 
steps to winterize the interior 
of their homes in the weeks be-
fore winter’s arrival, but such 
efforts should extend to the 
outside of a home as well.
 Decks make for great gath-
ering places when the weather 
permits. 
 Decks are where many peo-
ple spend their free time and 
eat their meals come spring 
and summer, when the temper-
atures climb and the sun sets 
well into the evening. 
 But as summer turns to fall, 
homeowners must take mea-
sures to protect their decks 
from potentially harsh winter 
weather.
 

Decks tend to be 
used more often in summer 
than any other time of year. 
That makes fall and early win-
ter an ideal time to inspect 
for wear and tear and any ad-
ditional issues that may have 
cropped up throughout the 
summer. Damaged boards and 
loose handrails should be fixed 
before winter arrives, especial-
ly for homeowners who plan 

to use their decks in winter. 
Fixing such issues in winter 
and even into spring may be 
difficult thanks to harsh condi-
tions, so make good use of the 
relatively calm autumn weath-
er to fix any issues on the deck.

 -
Even homeowners 

who intend to use their decks 
in winter should remove potted 
plants from the deck in the fall. 
The home improvement ex-
perts at HGTV note that mois-

ture can get trapped between 
deck boards and plastic, wood 
or ceramic containers in cold 
weather, and that can contrib-
ute to mildew, discoloration or 
decay.

-

 Homeowners who like to 
sit on their decks in winter will 
no doubt want to leave some 
furniture out over the winter. 
But those with lots of furni-
ture for entertaining guests 
can likely move the majority 
of that furniture into a garage 
or shed for the winter. HGTV 
notes that doing so will pre-
vent the potential formation 
of blemishes on the deck that 
can result from inconsistent 
weathering.
 

Prolonged contact 
with snow and ice can damage 
a deck. As a result, homeown-
ers should clear snow from 
their decks when accumula-
tion is significant. HGTV rec-
ommends using a snow blower 
on the deck to avoid scarring. 
If a shovel must be used, push 
snow with the planks to reduce 
the risk of damaging the deck.
 Homeowners who take 
steps to protect their decks 
throughout the winter months 
can ensure these popular areas 
are ready once entertaining 
season returns in the spring. 

SUBMITTED

SUBMITTED

As summer turns to fall, homeowners must take measures to protect their decks from potentially harsh 
winter weather.

Improving the comfort of your eyes could be as simple as changing 
a light bulb.

How to update home lighting to be easy on the eyes
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www.appliancebarn.com • Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Questions and answers about planting lilies
FROM THE IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY 
EXTENSION AND OUTREACH

 The large, showy blooms of 
lilies add colorful elegance to 
the early to midsummer yard 
and garden. 
 Grown from bulbs, lilies 
are perennial flowers that will 
return year after year and re-
quire minimal care, provided 
they are planted in the right 
place. 
 Horticulturists with ISU 
Extension and Outreach an-
swered the following questions 
about planting lilies. 

When is the best time 
to plant lilies?  
 Early fall is an excellent 
time to plant Asiatic, Oriental 
and other garden lilies. 
 Plant lily bulbs at a depth 
equal to three times their di-
ameter. Container-grown lilies 
can also be planted in spring 
and summer. Plant container-
grown lilies at the same depth 
as in the pot.  

When would be a good time 
to dig and divide lilies?  
 Early fall is an excellent 
time to dig and divide Asiatic, 

Oriental and other garden lil-
ies. 
 Carefully dig up the clump, 
separate the bulbs and cut off 
the stems just above the bulbs. 
Replant the bulbs immediately. 
 If planting must be delayed, 
place the bulbs in a plastic bag 
containing lightly moistened 
potting soil or sphagnum peat 
moss and place the bag in the 
garage or a refrigerator. 
 Plant the large bulbs 4 to 
6 inches deep. Small bulbs 
should be planted 1 to 2 inches 

deep. Large bulbs may bloom 
the following summer. Howev-
er, small bulbs may not bloom 
for two or three years.

What is a good planting
site for lilies?  
 Most lilies perform best in 
well-drained, slightly acidic 
soils in full sun. Sites in full 
sun receive at least six hours 
of direct sun each day. 
 However, Martagon lilies 
prefer partial shade (two to 
four hours of sun) and neutral 

to slightly alkaline soils. 
 Good soil drainage is im-
perative as lily bulbs may rot 
in poorly drained, wet soils. 
 Raised beds are a good plant-
ing option in poorly drained lo-
cations.  

Can Asiatic, Oriental and 
other garden lilies be planted 
near tiger lilies?  
 Many lily enthusiasts do 
not grow tiger lilies (Lilium 
lancifolium) as they are often 

infected with lily mosaic virus. 
 Lily mosaic virus causes 
little harm to tiger lilies. 
 Oftentimes, you cannot tell 
that they have the disease. 
 However, aphids and other 
sap-feeding insects may carry 
the virus from tiger lilies to 
other types. 
 Many hybrid lilies infected 
with lily mosaic virus pro-
duce distorted foliage that is 
streaked or mottled. 
 Also, infected plants pro-
duce fewer flowers and those 
flowers that do form are often 
deformed. 
 Lilies exhibiting lily mo-
saic virus symptoms should be 
promptly dug up and discard-
ed.  

Is it advisable to mulch 
fall-planted lily bulbs?  
 It’s beneficial to mulch fall-
planted lily bulbs with several 
inches of straw or pine needles 
after planting. 
 This is especially true for 
bulbs planted late in the sea-
son. 
 A mulch delays the freezing 
of the soil, allowing the bulb’s 
roots to grow over a longer 
time period.

SUBMITTED

Fall can be an excellent time to plant lilies, like this Asiatic lily.

Carpet adds warmth, texture to a room
 Carpet can add warmth and 

texture to a room and also pro-

vide a little bit of soundproof-

ing. 

 Underfoot, carpeting can be 

more comfortable than other 

types of flooring, even though 

it may require more upkeep. 

 Carpet comes in various 

forms, but here are the main 

material components.

most durable and stain-resis-
tant carpet fibers available and 
a popular choice among many 
homeowners.

be made from polyester, which 
is  fashioned to feel and look 
luxurious.

polypropylene or polyethylene. 
It is prized for its strength, re-

sistance to staining and color-

fastness. It is often suited well 

to loop pile or high, dense cut 

piles.

-

beit less resistant to soiling 

than some other materials. 

However, because it is an all-

natural material, it is prized 

by people who want natural 

beauty.
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Tips help lower utility bills
 Alliant Energy offers sever-
al tips to help consumers save 
on their utility bills.
 

 
Dust and dirt can quickly clog 
vital parts, making your fur-
nace run harder and eventu-
ally break down.
 

-
-

. Then, if needed, adjust 
your water heater temperature 
up or down, wait a few hours 
and test it again. The correct 
temperature will save energy, 
prevent scalding and keep un-
healthy bacteria from growing.

-

Microwaves, toaster ovens and 

slow-cookers can use 75 per-
cent less energy than a large 
electric oven.
 

 This 
keeps the compressor running 
efficiently.
 

 If your dish-
washer has a “booster” water 
heater, use it; this will heat the 
water to the 140 degrees rec-
ommended by manufacturers, 
while maintaining an energy-
saving 120 degrees on your pri-
mary water heater.

  Always use cold 
water for the rinse cycle.
 

 A clogged lint 
screen can make your dryer 
use up to 30 percent more ener-
gy – and it can be a fire hazard.
 

 
This will minimize heat loss, 
reducing warm-up and drying 
times.

-
A heavy coat of dust can 

block up to 50 percent of the 
light output.
 -

Many appliances, espe-
cially computers, video game 
systems, televisions and DVD 
players draw power even when 
turned off.

SUBMITTED

It’s important to have routine inspections to keep units running ef-
ficiently.

How to handle thatch removal
FROM IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY 
EXTENSION AND OUTREACH
 Thatch can be problematic 
and beneficial to lawns. 
 Thatch supplies necessary 
food sources for microbes and 
organic matter. However, ex-
cessive thatch can harbor dis-
eases and insects. 
 Thatch that is properly bal-
anced promotes growth and 
appearance of a well-groomed 
lawn. 

What is thatch?  
 Thatch is the layer of dead 
and living plant material that 
accumulates above the soil 
surface in lawns. Thatch is 
composed primarily of shoots, 
crowns and roots. Contrary to 
popular belief, grass clippings 
do not contribute significantly 
to thatch buildup. When lawns 
are mowed properly, grass clip-
pings break down quickly.  
 Thatch, to some degree, is 
present in all lawns. A small 
amount of thatch is benefi-
cial as it moderates soil tem-

peratures. However, thatch 
becomes detrimental when it 
is present in amounts greater 
than ½ inch. 
 Excessive amounts of 
thatch increase the potential 
for turf damage due to drought, 
extremes in temperature, dis-
eases and insects.
 Compacted soils and heavy, 
clay soils are prone to thatch 
buildup. Heavy nitrogen fertil-
ization and over-watering pro-
mote thatch accumulation.  

How do you remove thatch?  
 Thatch layers of ½ inch or 
greater can be removed with a 
vertical mower or power rake. 
 The vertical mower has 
evenly spaced knife-like blades 
that rotate perpendicularly to 
the thatch surface. The vertical 
mower blades slice through the 
thatch and about ¼ inch into 
the soil. 
 After vertical mowing, hand 
rake the loose thatch from 
the lawn. A powder rake has 
spring steel tines that loosen 

thatch without cutting into the 
soil. 
 Vertical mowing and power 
raking services are available 
from professional lawn care 
companies. 
 For individuals who prefer 
to do things themselves, verti-
cal mowers and power rakes 
are often available at rental 
agencies.

When is the best time to 
remove thatch from the lawn?  
 September is the best time to 
dethatch Kentucky bluegrass 
lawns. The slicing and ripping 
action during dethatching in-
jures the grass. 
 Dethatching the lawn in 
September gives the turfgrass 
several weeks of favorable 
weather in which to recover.  

How do I prevent the 
buildup of thatch?  
 Good lawn care practices 
can prevent the buildup of ex-

cessive amounts of thatch. Fer-
tilize the lawn moderately. 
 A single application of fer-
tilizer in late October/early 
November is usually sufficient 
for low maintenance lawns. 
 Highly maintained lawns 
may be fertilized in spring, 
September and late October/
early November. 
 Do not apply more than one 
pound of nitrogen per 1,000 

square feet in a single applica-
tion. 
 If you decide to water the 
lawn in dry weather, apply 1 to 
1½ inches of water per week in 
a single application or two ap-
plications three or four days 
apart. 
 Core aerate lawns estab-
lished on heavy, clay soils and 
soils that have become com-
pacted.

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Vertical mowing and power raking services are available from pro-
fessional lawn care companies to help remove thatch.
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CALL US TODAY! 
319-656-5420

ALL YOUR ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

Easy ways 
to clean up 
fall leaves
METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS
 Autumn is marked by col-
orful foliage and plummeting 
temperatures. 
 Once those leaves reach 
peak color, they fall from the 
branches and collect on lawns, 
necessitating cleanup projects. 
 For homeowners with big 
yards, such a project can be tir-
ing and time-consuming. How-
ever, there are ways to make 
leaf cleanup easier.
 One of the easiest ways to 
clean up leaves is to reach for 
a lawn mower rather than a 
rake. 
 The mower will cut leaves 
down to smaller sizes, creating 
an effective mulch that can add 
nutrients back into the lawn. 
 Davey, a lawn and land-
scape solutions service, says 
that mowed leaves also can be 
collected in a mower bag and 
added to garden beds or com-
post piles.
 For those who prefer man-
ual raking, select a rake with 
tines that will not skewer the 

leaves in the process. Big rakes 
also can make faster work of 
gathering leaves into piles. 
 The home improvement re-
source The Family Handyman 
advocates for the use of a lawn 
sweeper. 
 This is a manual device that 
has a rotating sweeping brush 
that gathers up lawn debris 

and leaves into an attached 
hopper bag. 
 Like mowed leaves, the bag 
can be emptied into a compost 
pile or distributed where need-
ed.
 Raking leaves onto a large 
tarp is another option. 
 Once it’s full, the tarp can be 
taken to the curb where many 

towns will collect the leaves 
seasonally. 
 Otherwise, the tarp can be 
used as a funnel to put leaves 
into a gardening bag or anoth-
er appropriate receptacle.
 Leaf blowers remain a fast 
option for cleaning up yards, 
but they require electricity or 
gas and can be noisy. 

 

Still, they are a popular choice 
for large landscapes or when 
quick work needs to be made of 
leaf clean-up.
 Leaves will fall in autumn, 
but luckily homeowners have 
various methods at their dis-
posal to tame the mess before 
the snow comes, adding other 
outside chores.

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

One of the easiest ways to clean up leaves is to reach for a lawn mower rather than a rake.

What causes curled shingles? 
 No homeowner wants to 
look at the exterior of his or 
her home and see roof damage. 
 Such damage may lead 
homeowners to think they 
need a new roof, a potentially 
costly expense that can quickly 
throw household budgets into 
a state of disarray.
 According to the HomeAd-
visor, the average homeowner 
spends a little more than $7,600 
installing a new roof. 
 Various factors, including 
the size of a home and the type 
of roof homeowners prefer, 
will affect the cost of a roof re-
placement. 
 In addition, homeowners 
who see roof damage can rest 
assured that not all roof prob-
lems will necessarily require 
a replacement roof to be in-
stalled.

 Curled shingles are a prob-
lem many homeowners have 
encountered. 
 This particular problem is 
not always indicative that a 
roof is on its way out. In fact, 
the home improvement re-
source This Old House notes 
that, as asphalt shingles age, 
their corners often begin to 
curl downward or upward. 
 Homeowners who notice 
this early enough can glue 
down the curled section of 
each shingle that’s beginning 
to curl. 
 Some shingles may be curl-
ing because they’re defective. 
Fortified Roofing, a New Jer-
sey-based roofing company 
that specializes in the repair-
ing and replacing of various 
roofing configurations, advises 
homeowners to contact a local 

roofing professional to diag-
nose the cause of the curling. 
 Doing so quickly can pre-
vent curled shingles from con-
tributing to more widespread 
damage.
 Moisture and poor ventila-
tion may be contributing to 
curled shingles as well. 
 Homeowners with attics 
in their home may see curled 
shingles on their roofs because 
moisture is building up in their 
poorly ventilated attics. 
 In addition to causing dam-
age such as curled shingles, a 
poorly ventilated attic allows 
moisture to build up, potential-
ly contributing to mold growth. 
 Mold presents a host of ad-
ditional problems, including 
some that can adversely affect 
the health of a home’s inhabit-

ants.
  Improper roof instal-
lation also may be the culprit 
behind curled shingles. 
 When a roof is not installed 
correctly, shingles may not 
be aligned or nailed down in 
the right way. This might be 
what’s causing shingles to curl 
on recently installed roofs.

 Curled shingles are un-
sightly and can pose a signifi-
cant threat to a home if not ad-
dressed promptly. 
 Homeowners can protect 
themselves and their roofs by 
working with skilled roofing 
professionals, who can diag-
nose issues like curled shingles 
and offer the right solutions.

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Curled shingles are a problem many homeowners have encoun-
tered.
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The Water Shop marks 25 years in business
 The Water Shop has been 
helping to address water issues 
for 25 years now.
 Bud and Audrey Miller 
opened The Water Shop in a 
small shop beside their home 
in the spring of 1994.
 Bud had worked in the wa-
ter conditioning business for 
about 15 years before opening 

the business.
 The business grew quickly, 
and in 1997, the Millers built a 
30-foot-by-60-foot building next 
to their home to accommodate 
the growth.
 Working with homebuild-
ers and businesses throughout 
eastern Iowa, The Water Shop 
continued to grow. Within 10 

years, they needed an even 
larger facility.
 The Millers owned some 
land in Frytown, just a half 
mile west of Highway 1.
 They decided that was the 
right location for a new facil-
ity, even providing room for 
future expansion.
 They moved into the new 

building, located on the north 
side of 500th Street, in 2009 and 
have been there ever since.
 “Our new location helps us 
better serve our customers,” 
Audrey said when the new 
building opened. “This also 
gives us better exposure and 
accessibility.”
 The Water Shop continues 
to grow in diverse commercial, 
agriculture and residential ap-
plications specializing in prob-
lem water treatment as well as 
average water needs.
 The company deals in Hel-
lenbrand water conditioning 
systems, a company based in 
Waunakee, Wisc.
 The Water Shop has earned 
a number of dealer awards 
from Hellenbrand.
 They offer several different 
types of water treatment sys-
tems, including chemical injec-
tion, iron and sulfur filtration, 
drinking water systems, water 
softening systems and ultravi-
olet systems.
 They also help maintain the 
systems with filter changes 
and a salt delivery service.
 Although the company sells 
Hellenbrand equipment, they 
service just about any brand of 
water conditioning equipment.
 Before installing a water 
treatment system, The Water 
Shop will test and analyze the 
water in order to determine 

what system and treatment 
would work best.
 Different issues are unique 
to different types of water 
sources, whether it’s city wa-
ter, rural water or well water.
 “It’s important to know 
what’s in your water before we 
begin a treatment plan,” Bud 
says on the company’s website.
 For more information, con-
tact The Water Shop at 319-683-
2454 or visit them in person at 
4995 Waterway Lane SW, in 
Frytown, north of Kalona.
 In his 35-plus year history, 
Bud’s expertise and passion for 
the water industry has grown, 
and he is now passing it on to 
the next generation.  His sons, 
Brad and Torey Miller, both 
work for the company.  Other 
employees include Dean, Dan, 
Nate, Matt, Justin, Amy and 
Aaron.
 The Water Shop is a mem-
ber of the following organiza-
tions:

-
sociation.

-
ciation.

-
sociation.

Department of Natural Re-
sources.

Plumbing and Mechanical 
Board.

SUBMITTED

Monte Slabaugh and Aaron Gingerich get ready to hit the road in one of The Water Shop’s service 
trucks.

Rylan Beachy loads a truck with bags of salt for delivery to The Wa-
ter Shop’s customers.
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Tips on how to successfully level an uneven yard
 Many things can cause a 
yard to be uneven. Drainage 
problems, leaky pipes beneath 
the grass and pests can wreak 
havoc on a yard, resulting in 
uneven turf that can be both 
unsightly and unsafe.
 Addressing an uneven 
yard might be homeowners’ 
ultimate goal, but the home 
experts at BobVila.com note 
that homeowners should first 
figure out what’s causing the 
problem and make fixing that 
their first task. 
 Fixing uneven ground 
above leaky pipes will only 
be a temporary fix if the leaks 
themselves are not addressed. 
Professional contractors might 
be necessary depending on 
what’s causing the problem. 
However, once the underly-
ing issue has been addressed, 
many homeowners can handle 
the task of leveling an uneven 
yard on their own.
 

Leveling an un-
even yard may require various 
tools. Thatch will likely need 
to be removed from the lawn 
before it can be leveled out, 
so homeowners will need a 
thatch rake or dethatching ma-
chine to get this task started. 
Dethatching machines are gen-
erally necessary for especially 
large lawns, and these can typ-
ically be rented from home im-
provement retailers. A shovel, 
bow rake and push broom are 
other tools homeowners will 
likely need. Materials such as 
topsoil, compost and sand will 
be necessary as well, and these 
are typically sold at local gar-
den centers.
 

Areas beneath the grass 
can be filled in with a mixture 
of sand, topsoil and compost. 

The experts at BobVila.com ad-
vise using two parts sand, two 
parts topsoil and one part com-
post. Each of these components 
plays its own role in restoring 
the yard to full health. Sand 
helps the ground stay level, 
while the topsoil and compost 
provide the grass with valu-
able nutrients. If the low spots 
are not especially deep, this 
mixture can be applied without 
removing the grass. However, 
before filling in holes when ad-
dressing spots that are deeper 
than two or three inches, re-
move the grass then place it 
back in place once the hole has 
been filled. To dig up the grass, 
put the blade of the shovel at 
the outside of the low spot be-
fore sliding it under about two 
or three inches so you do not 
upset the grass roots.
  
Once the holes have been filled 
and the grass has been placed 

back on the ground (if it was 
removed), spread the top dress-
ing mix with a shovel. The mix 
should be spread evenly with 
the back of the bow rake at 
a depth of no more than half 
an inch. Make sure the mix is 
worked into the low spots and 
that it’s not completely cover-
ing the grass, as that will suf-
focate the lawn. If necessary, 
use the push broom to work 
the mix into the soil.

Finally, 
water the lawn to help the top 
dressing settle into the grass. 
If necessary, repeat the pro-
cess of applying top dressing 
and watering until the lawn is 
even and has returned to full 
strength.
 An uneven lawn is an eye-
sore and potentially harmful. 
But fixing an uneven lawn is 
simple once homeowners dis-
cover and address what’s be-
hind the issue. 

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

 Once the underlying issue has been addressed, many homeowners can handle the task of leveling an uneven yard on their own

EXCAVATING
• Dozers
• Scraper
• Excavators

• Waterways
• Terraces
• Ponds

• Site Preparation
• Basements
• Landscaping

DANIEL K. YODER
Conserving Our Soil Since 1946
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S & N 
Insulation, Inc.

S&N INSULATION, INC.
1832 110th St.  •  Kalona, Iowa 52247

Office: 319-330-1743 • Cell: 319-330-3850
sninsulation@gmail.com                          www.sninsulation.com

PRODUCTS WE CARRY:
•  Stabilized Cellulose: Low toxicity; no harmful chemicals used; 

low dust/no smell; no itchy fibers.

•  R-Foam: Polyurethane spray foam used to reinsulate existing 
homes that contain little or no insulation; open-celled.

Owner-Operator On Site
Partners in making your home energy efficient

• New, Remodeling & Existing Structures 
• Blow-In • Drill & Fill

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

FREE ESTIMATES

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS
 Mold and mildew are not 
only unsightly, but unhealthy. 
These fungi grow readily in 
damp areas and are found in 
the air breathed both indoors 
and outside. 
 If left unaddressed, mold 
and mildew can threaten the 
health of a home’s inhabitants.
 Mildew is a type of mold 
that remains relatively flush 
with the surface it grows on. 
Other molds can grow puffy in 
appearance. 
 Molds serve the purpose 
of destroying organic materi-
als, but in high amounts, these 
microorganisms can cause 
respiratory problems, sinus 
congestion, throat irritation, 
headaches and other issues, 
particularly when mold grows 
unchecked indoors, says Better 
Homes and Gardens. 
 As a result, it is essential to 
address mold before it becomes 
problematic.
 According to Polygon, a dry-
ing technology and temporary 

climate solutions company, the 
wet season in winter is when 
molds often grow and expand. 
 Mold can break down the 
integrity and strength of the 
surfaces where it grows. 
 Homeowners can employ 
the following strategies to pre-
vent mold growth.

-
ing proper cleaning products. 
Diluted bleach solutions are 
highly effective at killing mi-
croscopic fungi, viruses and 
bacteria.

-
midity.  Ensure there is suffi-
cient air circulation in rooms, 
particularly bathrooms and 
kitchens. An exhaust fan will 
help remove moisture quickly. 

that can be laundered should 
be carefully removed and 
washed in chlorine bleach and 
hot water. An oxygen bleach 
product also can be effective.

that can reduce moisture in the 
home in problem areas, such as 

damp basements or garages.

as possible.

snow from areas around the 
foundation of the home. En-
sure that gutters and down-
spouts are clear of debris and 
can shuttle water away from 
the house effectively.

-
tive mortar in basements.

windows and doors are not 
compromised and are in good 
working condition.

humidifier is adjusted to the 
right setting and isn’t pump-
ing too much moisture into the 
heated air; otherwise, the add-
ed humidity can contribute to 
mold.

to help clean and dry the home 
effectively.
 Mold and mildew are prob-
lematic, but with diligence 
they can be kept at bay.

Prevent growth of mold and mildew
METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Bathroom fixtures need to be kept clean to prevent mold and mildew.

How to keep your pet 
friendly home clean, fresh
 Sixty-eight percent of Amer-
ican households, or about 85 
million families, own a pet, 
according to the 2017-2018 Na-
tional Pet Owners Survey con-
ducted by the American Pet 
Products Association. 
 Homeowners just need to 
take a few extra steps to help 
things along.

 One of 
the persistent issues pet par-
ents face is fur. Grooming the 
pet regularly (preferably out-
doors) will help tame some of 
its fur. 
 
You’ll need a vacuum with 
strong suction to pick up fur, 
dirt, dander, feathers, birdseed, 
and any of the other debris that 
can accumulate thanks to pets. 

water by the front door. When 
returning from walks, dip the 
dog’s paws into the water and 
dry before entering the house. 
This keeps dirt (and salt in the 
winter) from being a nuisance.
  
Look for an enzymatic cleanser 
that will treat stains and odors 
so that pets do not return to 
the soiled area again and again 
thinking this is an acceptable 
potty location.
 -

 Look for top-grain, semi-

aniline leathers, as scratches 
are disguised on such pieces. 
In terms of fabric, microfiber 
or microsuede are better suit-
ed to pets because the fabric is 
tightly woven and may be more 
resistant to fur and soiling.
 -
larly wash bedding and other 
belongings that pets use. This 
will help tame indoor odors.

dog and cat and other small 
animals’ nails may help avoid 
scratches on furniture and 
floors. If you do not feel com-
fortable doing it, take the ani-
mal to a groomer.
 Pet owners can keep their 
homes clean regardless of how 
much dirt their pets track into 
the house. 

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

It’s not impossible to have a pet 
and maintain a clean home.
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Now’s the time 
to start planning 
your new home!

Call to see this home in progress or discuss YOUR plans today!

Call for a FREE Idea Plan Book: 319-656-5131

www.statlerconstruction.com

DOESN’T SHE DESERVE A NEW HOME?

MODEL HOME OPEN HOUSE
 FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS  1 - 3 P.M.

509 N Ave., Kalona  3/4 mi. North of Casey’s on 6th St.

Get plants ready for winter

How to protect wood floors from inclement weather 

 For the majority of garden-
ing enthusiasts, gardening is a 
warm weather activity. While 
some people live in climates 
that make it possible to enjoy 
gardening year-round, those 
who don’t often lament the end 
of the gardening season.
 Winter might not be con-
ducive to gardening, but the 
arrival of cold weather does 
not necessarily mean a gar-
dener’s work is done until the 
following spring. Taking steps 
to protect plants from winter 
weather is an important part of 
maintaining a healthy garden 
that thrives from year to year.
 Timing is of the essence 
when winterizing a garden. 
The online gardening resource 
Get Busy Gardening!TM advis-
es gardeners that the best time 
to winterize is after the first 
hard freeze in the fall. A hard 
freeze occurs when tempera-
tures dip below freezing over-
night. When that occurs, an-
nual plants and vegetables are 
killed off and perennial plants, 
which grow back year after 
year, begin going dormant.
 Better Homes and Gardens 
notes that perennials are the 
easiest plants to prepare for 
winter, as they require just a 

little cutting back and mulch-
ing to be safe from cold weath-
er. But no two perennials are 
alike, so homeowners should 
consult their local gardening 
center for advice on how to 
prepare their particular peren-
nials for the coming months.
 The steps necessary to 
winterize annuals depends on 
which type of annuals, cool- 
or warm-climate, you have. 
Cool-climate annuals should 
be covered with polyspun gar-
den fabric when light frost is in 
the forecast. In addition, Better 
Homes and Gardens recom-
mends pulling dead annuals 
and adding them to a compost 
pile after a killing frost. Any 
annuals that developed fungal 
disease should be discarded.  
 Mulch annual beds with 
a three- to four-inch layer of 
chopped leaves or similar ma-
terials, spreading the mulch 
only two inches thick over self-
sown seeds you want to germi-
nate in the spring.
 Warm-climate annuals also 
should be covered with polys-
pun garden fabric when light 
frost is expected. Seeds of cold-
hardy annuals can be planted 
for extended winter bloom, 
while gardeners also can col-

lect seeds of warm-weather 
plants that will breed true to 
type. Even though you’re win-
terizing, Better Homes and 
Gardens recommends that 
gardeners continue to weed 
and water their plant beds 
and plants while also keeping 
an eye out for pests. If organ-
ic mulch has decomposed or 
thinned out, replace it with a 
new layer.
 Get Busy Gardening!TM 
notes that the bulbs of tender 
plants like dahlias and tuber-
ous begonias can be dug up and 
overwintered in their dormant 
state. All dead foliage should be 
removed after the bulbs have 
been dug up, and the bulbs 
should be allowed to dry out a 
little before being stored.  
 Container gardeners can 
overwinter their tender bulbs 
in their pots inside, but be sure 
to remove their foliage and 
store them in a dark, cool place 
that maintains temperatures 
above freezing.
 Winterizing may mark the 
end of gardening season, but 
it’s an important task that can 
ensure a healthy, beautiful gar-
den next spring, summer and 
fall.  

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
 Wood floors are a worth-
while investment that can im-
prove the beauty and function 
of just about any room in a 
home. 
 Even though wood floors 
are durable, and new protec-
tive treatments help seal out 
many of the things that may 
have damaged floors in the 
past, homeowners still need 
to prioritize protecting their 
hardwood floors. 
 Certain seasons of the year 
can be harsher on wood floors 
than others. 
 For example, seasons char-
acterized by moisture and 
precipitation, particularly the 
early spring, winter and fall, 
can be hard on wood floors. 
 The experts at ServiceMas-
ter Clean say that cold, snowy 
days can damage wood floors, 
and Lumber Liquidators 

agrees that winter weather can 
be harsh on flooring.
 Homeowners need not give 
up on hardwood if they live in 
an area that sees all four sea-
sons. They just need to take a 
few steps to keep floors looking 
beautiful.

 Salt 
that keeps sidewalks and 
streets clear of snow and ice in-
advertently gets tracked inside 
a home. Hard chunks of salt can 
scratch wood floors, and, if left 
to sit, that salt can eventually 
cause white marks and other 
stains. Routinely vacuuming 
and sweeping up salt is neces-
sary to protect wood floors.
  
Wet or snowy boots can cre-
ate puddles around the house. 
Have a special mat or tray by 
the front door where wet shoes 
can be kept. A nice bench in 
the entryway makes it easy for 

residents and guests to remove 
their shoes until it’s time to go 
back outside.

Homeowners will probably 
need a few extra mats around 
to tame errant drips and wipe 
shoes. Any entrance that 
might be used by people or 
pets should be protected. Try 
to avoid petroleum-based, rub-
ber-backed mats, as they could 
discolor the wood floor.

Cold, dry air in a home 
can be problematic because the 
moisture in the wood can even-
tually evaporate into the air. 
The heat will suck that mois-
ture from the flooring, causing 
it to shrink, creak and splin-
ter and become more brittle. 
Think about investing in an in-
line humidifier for the home’s 
HVAC system that can keep a 
moderate amount of humidity 

in the home. Hardwood floor-
boards are installed to accom-
modate minor temperature 
and humidity fluctuations. 
This is typically a range of be-
tween 60 and 80 degrees F with 
a relative humidity range of 35 
to 55 percent, advises Service-
Master.

Avoid excessive 
water to clean wood floors, 
and select soaps that are spe-
cially designed for wood floor-
ing. Consult with the flooring 
manufacturer for a list of deter-
gents that are safe to use.
 With proper care, hardwood 
flooring can survive rain, snow 
and cold weather.  

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Taking steps to protect plants from winter weather is an important 
part of maintaining a healthy garden that thrives from year to year.
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Fire up your 
fireplace safely
 A warm fire can make even 
the coldest winter day more en-
joyable. Fireplaces may not get 
much use in spring or summer, 
but come late fall and through-
out the winter, the fireplace 
can be a great place for families 
to gather. 
 Before fireplace season hits 
full swing, homeowners might 
want to brush up on a few fire-
place facts so they can safely 
enjoy nights spent sitting by 
the crackling flames. 
 The Chimney Safety In-
stitute of America advises 
homeowners with fireplaces to 
hire a CSIA-certified chimney 
sweep to clean their fireplaces. 
After a lengthly period of non-
use, various issues could be af-
fecting the chimney, many of 
which might not be noticeable 
to an untrained eye. 
 Professional, certified chim-
ney sweeps have extensive 
knowledge of fireplaces, mak-
ing them valuable resources 
who can let homeowners know 
if any safety issues developed 
since fireplaces were last used. 
The National Protection Agen-
cy recommends that chimneys 
be swept at least once per year.
 A full inspection of the 
chimney might be in order as 
well. Chimney service techni-
cians will conduct thorough 
examinations of readily acces-
sible portions of the chimney 
exterior and interior and ac-
cessible portions of the appli-
ance and the chimney connec-
tion.    
 The CSIA recommends that 
homeowners who plan to use 
their chimneys as they have 
in the past request a Level 1 in-
spection, which will examine 
the soundness of the chimney 
structure and flue as well as 
the basic appliance installa-

tion and connections. Tech-
nicians also will verify if the 
chimney is free of obstruction 
and combustible deposits. 
 Homeowners also should 
inspect their chimney dampers 
before lighting their first fires 
of the season. Dampers should 
open and close smoothly. If not, 
a service technician can help 
fix or replace the damper.
 Firewood is another thing 
homeowners must consider be-
fore lighting their first fires of 
the season. The CSIA says that 
well-seasoned firewood works 
best, noting that wood that is 
not well-seasoned will produce 
more smoke than heat. 
 In addition, the home im-
provement resource This Old 
House recommends using 
dense wood that’s been split 
and stored in a high and dry 
place for at least six months.  
 Oak is an example of dense 
wood that, when stored prop-
erly, can make for an enjoyable 
fireplace experience. Avoid 
softwoods like pine. Pine 
can produce a lot of creosote, 
which is a byproduct of wood 
combustion. Creosote is highly 
flammable, and as it builds up 
in a chimney, the risk for a 
chimney fire increases. 
 Choosing the right wood, 
making sure it’s well-seasoned 
and having a chimney profes-
sionally cleaned can reduce the 
risk of a creosote-related chim-
ney fire. A Level 1 inspection 
should determine if there are 
potentially dangerous levels of 
creosote deposits in the chim-
ney.
 Before nestling up to a fire-
place this winter, homeown-
ers should consider a host of 
factors and safety measures to 
ensure their fireplaces are safe 
and ready for the season ahead.  

SUBMITTED

Before fireplace season hits full swing, homeowners might want to 
brush up on a few fireplace facts so they can safely enjoy nights 
spent sitting by the crackling flames.
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